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Dr William D Dar, Director General of the International Crops Research Institute for the Semi Arid Tropics (ICRISAT) based near 
Hyderabad in India, will give a seminar entitled  “ICRISAT: Champions of the poor of the semi-arid tropics”. During the seminar he 
will highlight the re-emergence of agriculture and the importance of agricultural research in the global context, particularly in view of 
climate change, the global fi nancial crisis and high food and fuel prices. He will talk about ICRISAT’s research programs in crop 
improvement; agro-ecosystems; biotechnology; and, socio-economics as they relate to contemporary global issues. 

 Dr Dar will also highlight the major outputs and impacts of ICRISAT’s work and the special role that Australia has played, and 
continues to play, as a partner with the Centre. Finally, he will focus on some of the challenges of the future such as the economic 
imperative for investing in agricultural research in the semi-arid tropics and the new partnerships that will be necessary to deliver 
benefi ts to the rural and urban poor in these regions.
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Dr William D Dar is the Director General of the International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT) near 
Hyderabad in Andhra Pradesh, India, since January 2000. Dr Dar has had a long and distinguished career as an educationist, 
agricultural scientist, administrator, and humanitarian in the Philippines, the Asia Pacifi c region and sub-Saharan Africa. Dr Dar has 
also been a member of the UN Millennium Task Force on Hunger. Prior to joining ICRISAT, he served as Presidential Adviser for Rural 
Development, and Secretary of Agriculture in the Philippines (equivalent to Minister of Agriculture), the fi rst ever alumnus of the 
University of the Philippines Los Baños (UPLB) to become one. Before this, he was Executive Director of the Philippine Council for 
Agriculture, Forestry, and Natural Resources Research and Development (PCARRD), Director of the Bureau of Agricultural Research 
(BAR) of the Philippine Department of Agriculture (DA) and Vice President for R&D and Professor of Benguet State University (BSU), 
Philippines. He is a man on a mission and a champion of the poor. He led ICRISAT into renaissance, excellence and relevance with 
the motto “Science with a Human Face”. His transformational leadership has turned ICRISAT into a forward looking institute, which 
has been ranked ‘Outstanding’ consecutively in 2006 and 2007 among the CGIAR centers. His passion is to help alleviate the 
conditions of the poor people living in the semi-arid tropics of Asia and sub-Saharan Africa. 
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