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• Andrea Hills (Esperance)

• Kylie Chambers (Northam)

• Ciara Beard (Geraldton)

• Jean Galloway (Northam)

• Kith Jayasena (Albany)

• Janette Pratt (Moora)

• Anne Smith (Geraldton)

• Ravjit Khangura (Sth Perth)



• Early sowing opportunity – less stem canker 

generally

• Sclerotinia apothecia present across the wheatbelt

• Sclerotinia found in canola, lupins, chickpeas, 

lentils 

• Blackleg upper canopy infection – variable 

What did we see?
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• Increased area of canola in 2021 and predicted high 

2022 canola area 

• Proximity to 2021 stubble - blackleg spores mainly from 

1st year stubble

• Retained seed – need seed dressing

• High input costs &/or supply issues – pressure on 

making disease control decisions

• Sclerotia in soil from canola & pulse crops

Potential issues 2022
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Know your blackleg levels

Figure from the blackleg management guide 

Can’t assess what you don’t measure

Swathing/desiccation stage:
• Cut crowns to assess internal canker infection levels
• Count 200 branches – No. dark areas/death/internal darkening
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Old school risk assessment ….
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Canola spore maturity forecast

Search: 
canola blackleg spore maturity 2022

Canola blackleg spore shower risk forecast 
for Western Australia - 13 May 2021
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Use available tools (iphone & android app stores)

• BlacklegCM for stem 
canker risk & whether 
4-6 leaf fungicide is 
necessary

• Updates variety 
resistance levels twice  
yearly

• Compares scenarios

• Old school paper 
version on GRDC site

• SclerotiniaCM brings 
together all the 
factors needed for 
sclerotinia to cause 
yield losses

• Shows likelihood and 
size of response to 
fungicide application 

• Compares scenarios
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Disease management 2022

Rotation

• NO canola on canola – it’s your industry

• Choose your paddock - as far from 2021 stubble as possible

• Legume crops from 2021 may be significant source of sclerotia

Variety

• Know your variety's blackleg resistance rating:

• major effective gene resistance (R) protects against UCI

• resistance can / will decline over time

• No evidence for resistance to sclerotinia in current varieties

• Sclerotinia – hybrids denser canopy than OP’s & branch more

https://www.canolacouncil.org/canola-watch/2013/10/02/count-
stems-after-harvest/
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Disease management 2022

Agronomy

• Early sowing – potentially avoids blackleg spore release for crown canker, 

but increases UCI & sclerotinia risk

• Blackleg spore maturity forecast can provide risk outlook

• Stubble management (burning, TopDown etc) 

Fungicide

• Invest in seed dressings (lots of bare seed sown in 2021)

• Look at fungicide options (rotate groups) 

• Use BlacklegCM and SclerotiniaCM to aid decision making



Thank you

Visit dpird.wa.gov.au
Andrea.hills@dpird.wa.gov.au (blackleg and sclerotinia)

ciara.beard@dpird.wa.gov.au (sclerotinia)

jean.galloway@dpird.wa.gov.au (disease modelling)

Important disclaimer

The Chief Executive Officer of the Department of Primary Industries and Regional 

Development and the State of Western Australia accept no liability whatsoever by reason of 

negligence or otherwise arising from the use or release of this information or any part of it.
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