
GGA is collaborating with 39 partner grower groups across Australia via the National Industry-led 
Carbon Farming Outreach Program to deliver independent, 
expert carbon farming knowledge directly to farmers and ag 
advisors to prepare for a future where carbon is key. 
With 49 workshops delivered so far, across every state and 
the Northern Territory, the knowledge base is developing 
across many rural communities, engaging more than 800 
participants. 
After attending workshops, 95 per cent of farmers reported 
an increase in their carbon farming knowledge. If you are 
looking to better understand how to calculate your emissions 
profi le, where your farm fi ts in the global carbon economy, 
and to learn practical methods to reduce emissions and store 
carbon on-farm, these workshops are for you.
To access a workshop near you, connect with the Program at 
gga.org.au/carbon
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RECENT  a c t i v i t i e s
LIFT OFF’ 25 – A LAUNCHPAD FOR SUCCESS
IN February, GGA’s Lift Off ‘25 event brought together 40 network delegates from 22 
member groups.
Held annually, Lift Off aims to build connections and capacity across the network, 
supporting member groups to prepare for their year of work ahead.
Attendees were also provided updates across most of GGA areas of business, 
participated in some fundamental capacity building sessions and were able to provide 
meaningful feedback to GGA on its strategic and operational direction forward.

DELIVERING CARBON KNOWLEDGE, NATIONWIDE

JOIN A CARBON FARMING WORKSHOP NEAR YOU
GGA’s National Industry-led Carbon Farming Outreach Program is delivering un-biased, 
independent carbon farming knowledge to primary producers and ag advisors. Increase 
your carbon farming knowledge at these upcoming workshops provided by local groups:
4 June 2025 - Stirlings to Coast Farmers, Denmark WA
17 June 2025 - Stirlings to Coast Farmers, Ravensthorpe WA
18 June 2025 - Stirlings to Coast Farmers, Nyabing WA

MAKING EVERY DROP COUNT: INNOVATIONS IN WATER HARVESTING
WITH seasons becoming more variable, securing water availability is essential for 
agriculture and communities alike. Insights on improving water security in regional 
Australia were recently shared by researchers in an episode of the South-West WA 
Drought Resilience Adoption and Innovation Hub’s podcast. 
Researcher Samantha Viljoen, from Murdoch University, works on the SMART SPRAYS 
project, developing a bioplastic-based spray to improve water harvesting and water 
retention in cropping systems - one of the SW WA Hub’s Transformational Program 
projects.
Dr Priscilla Tremain explains how the Hydro Harvester (an atmospheric water generator) 
extracts moisture from the air to create high-quality drinking water – anywhere, anytime.
Both projects received funding 
from the Australian Government’s 
Future Drought Fund.
Listen to the Dry Season 
Resources podcast on the 
SW WA Hub website at 
hub.gga.org.au/podcast or on 
your favourite podcast platform.

>  Lift Off’ 25 featured a range 
of speakers and discussions 
including: GGA CEO and innovation 
team updates, MLA & GRDC project 
news, member project spotlights, a 
HGR round table and dinner interview 
with RegenWA’s Bonnie Jupp, on 
her experience at the United Nations 
convention COP16.

>  WA Regenerative Livestock Producers’ CFOP 
trainer Chris Wyhoon (left) with workshop 
participants from the ‘Carbon Farming: From 
The Ground Up’ workshop held in Bindoon on 
1 May 2025.

THE Grower Group Alliance (GGA) was recently supported by members to apply for 
reclassifi cation to a Not-For-Profi t (NFP) with Charitable Purposes.
GGA held a Special General Meeting on 21 March, resulting in a unanimous outcome to 
approve a transition from a Not-For-Profi t under the Resource Development Organisation 
category to a Not-For-Profi t (NFP) with Charitable Purposes. 
This change was deemed to provide an improved fi t-for-purpose entity classifi cation for 
the GGA network moving forward. 
GGA will now take the next steps in order to register with the Australian Charities and Not-
for-profi t Commission (ACNC). A copy of the approved rules are available on the website.

UNANIMOUS MEMBER SUPPORT AT GGA’S SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING

GGA network staff, industry consultants, researchers and extension professionals connected over 
two days of learning in Perth on 8 - 9 May at the Extension & Adoption Training provided by the 
South-West WA Drought Resilience Adoption and Innovation Hub.
Designed to build skills in modern agricultural extension, the 
training provides practical tools to support farmer adoption of 
innovations and new practices.
PhD candidate Mahnaz Afsar, UWA, said the program “guided us 
through the key steps in planning effective extension activities, 
including identifying target audiences, stakeholder analysis, 
defi ning levels of change, and aligning strategies accordingly.”
Sidharth Kurumangal Sasikumar, Agricultural Research & 
Extension Co-ordinator at Facey Group added, “the training was 
engaging with hands-on activities. The group discussions made it 
easy to learn and share ideas.”
Three additional modules were delivered online, covering event 
planning, monitoring and evaluation, and facilitation techniques. 
The training is part of GGA’s broader capacity building program.

UPCOMING A C T I V I T I E S
SAVE THE DATE – GGA FORUM25 ~ JULY 31-AUGUST 1
GROWER Group Alliance (GGA) is excited 
to welcome back its fl agship event 
Forum25, from 31 July to 1 August at 
Joondalup Resort.
Held every two years, GGA Forum builds 
vital cross-industry links and forges 
opportunities for GGA network groups to 
engage with industry to shape the future 
of agriculture. 
Renowned for enabling valuable social connections to be made, the GGA Forum 
program this year will include a member session pre-event for input to the GGA 5-year 
strategy, followed by a welcome social Cocktail Party on Thursday evening, 31 July. 
The program continues into the next day, Friday, 1 August, with a full-day conference. 
Forum attracts existing and emerging leaders in the industry from across sectors, 
facilitating impactful connections and conversations. Tickets are open to GGA 
members, the wider industry, and students and will open for sale in June. Head to the 
Forum25 webpage on the GGA site for more insights gga.org.au

2025 CAPACITY BUILDING PROGRAM DELIVERING 31 ACTIVITIES
THE Grower Group Alliance (GGA) has released its 2025 Capacity Building Program, supporting the 
professional development of member groups to effectively 
lead and achieve their objectives. 
This year, GGA will facilitate 31 training activities 
determined as the highest priorities for the network via the 
annual member survey. 
An anticipated 800 participants will engage in the training 
through 2025. While aimed at GGA member groups, 
some activities are open to the wider industry or regional 
community. Upcoming activities include:
Theory of Change workshop - 16 June 
Lunchtime Tutorial Digital Skills Series - 2 July, 9 July 
and 16 July
Governance Workshop - 12 August 2025
For a full list of training activities offered in the 2025 GGA 
Capacity Building Program visit gga.org.au

Stay abreast of all GGA activities and subscribe to its ag industry 
newsletter "Newswire" & Statewide calendar at gga.org.au

GGA enquiries to Senior Communications Specialist Jacinta 
Bolsenbroek 0400 726 015 or jacinta.bolsenbroek@gga.org.au

Follow GGA on Linkedin,
X (formerly Twitter)  & Facebook

>  UWA PhD candidates Chloe Rout 
(left) and Mahnaz Afsar (right) plan 
to apply the training’s tools in their 
research. They were pictured with 
program facilitators Theo Nabben 
and Alison Lacey (centre).

IN-KIND SUPPORT FOR GROWER GROUPS ANNOUNCED 
FACEY Group and Society of Precision Agriculture Australia have been announced as recipients in 
Round 3 of the GGA Farmanco in-kind GGA Sponsorship Program.
GGA’s three-year sponsorship with Farmanco includes a transferable in-kind component, giving 
members access to Farmanco’s expertise to help bring their ideas to life. In Round 3, Farmanco will 
assist Facey Group to deliver a series of training workshops, and will contribute to SPAA’s industry 
magazine content.
A total of 13 Grower Group Alliance members have been supported through the three-year in-kind 
program, with Farmanco providing in excess of $52,500 of expertise to activate group initiatives. 
For more information about the program and all recipients, visit gga.org.au

GROWING CONFIDENCE IN EXTENSION AND ADOPTION

25 June 2025 - Stirlings to Coast Farmers, Borden WA
1 July 2025 - Farmanco, Katanning WA
23 July 2025 - Mingenew Irwin Group, Mingenew WA
24 July 2025 - Farmanco, Dowerin WA
5 July 2025 - Stirlings to Coast Farmers, Albany WA
For more information visit gga.org.au/carbon
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G G A  N E T W O R K

GROWER GROUP MEMBERS [vot ing]
Agricultural Women Wheatbelt East (AWWE)
ASHEEP & BEEF
Certifi ed Organic Biodynamic Western Australia Inc (COBWA)
Compass Agricultural Alliance
Corrigin Farm Improvement Group
Esperance Zone Innovation Group (EZI)
Facey Group
Far Eastern Agricultural Research Group (FEAR) 
Fitzgerald Biosphere Group
Future Food Producers Group
Gascoyne Catchments Group
Gillamii Centre
Great Southern Wine Producers Association
Hills Orchard Improvement Group
Kimberley Pilbara Cattlemen’s Association
Liebe Group
Lower South West Grower Group 
Merredin and Districts Farm Improvement Group (MADFIG)
Mingenew Irwin Group (MIG)
Moora Miling Pasture Improvement Group
Morawa Farm Improvement Group 
Mortlock Ag Focus Group
Mullewa Dryland Farmers Initiative
Noongar Land Enterprise Group
North Stirlings Pallinup Natural Resources
Northern Agri Group
Nyabing Farm Improvement Group
O’Connor Research Group
Oil Mallee Association of Australia
Ravensthorpe Agricultural Initiative Network (RAIN)
Regen WA
Society of Precision Agriculture Australia (SPAA)
South East Premium Wheat Growers Association (SEPWA)
Southern Dirt Incorporated
Southern Rangelands Pastoral Alliance
Stirlings to Coast Farmers
Sweeter Banana Co-operative
Three Springs Farm Innovation Network (3FIN)
Toodyay Agricultural Alliance
Turf Growers Association of Western Australia 
WA No-Tillage Farmers Assoc (WANTFA)
WA Regenerative Livestock Producers
West Midlands Group
Western Australian Lot Feeders Association
Western Beef Assoc Inc
Wheatbelt Integrity Group (WIG)
Women in Farming Inc
Yuna Farm Improvement Group

A S S O C I AT E  G R O W E R 
G R O U P  M E M B E R S  [ n o n - v o t i n g ]
Broomehill Cropping Group
Bruce Rock Land Conservation District Committee
Dumbleyung Land Conservation District Committee
Holt Rock Group
Lakes Grower Group
Lakes Information & Farming Technology (LIFT)
Living Farm Grower Group
Lower Blackwood Land Conservation District Committee
Northern Australia Crop Research Alliance Pty Ltd (NACRA)
Owingup Kent Grower Group
Southern Grazer Network
Wilson Inlet Grower Group (WIGG)

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS [non-voting]
AgZero 2030
Australian Association of Agricultural Consultants (AAAC WA)
Bee Industry Council WA (BICWA)
Carnarvon Rangelands Biosecurity Association Inc
Central Wheatbelt Biosecurity Association
Eastern Wheatbelt Biosecurity Group
Gascoyne Food Council Inc
Gate 2 Plate Inc.
Goldfi elds Nullarbor Rangelands Biosecurity Association
Grain Industry Association of Western Australia Inc (GIWA)
Julianne Hill
Leschenault Biosecurity Group
Northern Biosecurity Group
Oyster Harbour Catchment Group Inc
Peel Harvey Biosecurity Group
PHCC
Rural Edge
South Coast Natural Resource Management Inc
South West NRM
Southern Biosecurity Group
Southern Forests Community Landcare
Southern Forests Food Council
Torbay Catchment Group
TrialCo Pty Ltd
vegetablesWA
WA Citrus
WA Future Food Network
Wagin Woodanilling Landcare Zone 
Western Australian Livestock Research Council (WALRC)
Western Dairy
Wheatbelt Natural Resource Management 
Wilson Inlet Catchment Committee (WICC)
Wines of WA
Yarra Yarra Catchment Management Group Inc.

To connect with your local grower group visit 
gga.org.au

UPCOMING A C T I V I T I E S  (CONT)

A CULTURAL workshop on 20 March highlighted the important 
role of Aboriginal culture in shaping sustainable land 
management practices.
The workshop brought together a diverse group of stakeholders 
from Aboriginal organisations, including GGA member Noongar 
Land Enterprise, academia, government, fi nance, and industry.
A strong call to action emerged: the need to develop tangible, 
profi table pilot projects that demonstrate how Aboriginal-led 
cultural governance and integrated land practices, such as 
agrivoltaics and ecological restoration, can deliver measurable 
outcomes, attract investment, and heal Country.
Led by UWA, this project is supported by the South-West WA 
Drought Resilience Adoption and Innovation Hub through funding 
from the Future Drought Fund.

CONSULTATIONS UNDERWAY FOR REGENERATIVE AGRICULTURE

APPLICATIONS for the 2026 Growing Leaders Scholarship open 
soon. 
In its ninth year and sponsored by the CBH Group, two 
scholarships with a value in excess of $16,000 are open to 
anyone involved in the grain growing industry within Western 
Australia who has demonstrated grower group and community 
involvement. 
The scholarship aims to build a pool of growers ready to take on 
leadership positions in the grain industry, within grower groups, 
and at CBH.
To fi nd out more and look up previous alumni, scan the QR code.

INPUT continues to be gathered through stakeholder consultation for the development of a new GGA Regenerative 
Agriculture Program, known as ‘Regenerative Futures’. Forty-eight stakeholder meetings have been held so far, with 
another 40 queued.
To enable discussion, GGA has released the ‘Regenerative Futures’ program webpage outlining background to GGA’s 
member interest in regenerative agriculture, the program development process, and 17 project concepts currently 
being socialised with stakeholders for alignment and interest in project collaboration.
Regenerative agriculture ranks among the network’s top fi ve research priorities, with more than a third of GGA 
member groups including it 
as an area of interest, and 
it is recognised by the GGA 
Board as falling within 
sustainability, alongside 
climate resilience and 
water, as one of three 
strategic focus areas. For 
more visit gga.org.au

SHAPING SUSTAINABLE LANDSCAPES THROUGH ABORIGINAL PERSPECTIVES

IN collaboration with grower groups, GGA has launched FarmElevate, a program offering subsidised training 
and coaching for Western Australian broadacre livestock and southern horticulture producers. A key aim of 
the program is to support participants in developing long-range farm business plans for future-proofi ng.
Local GGA member groups will serve as advocates to drive regional participation, with more than 100 farm 
businesses set to benefi t between June and October 2025.
GGA CEO Rikki Foss said the program empowers producers to make confi dent and strategic decisions.
“The training will centre around four key pillars, developing participants’ strategic business skills, risk 
management, natural resource management, personal well-being and community networks, with each participant being 
supported in developing a tailored Farm Business Plan.”
FarmElevate is jointly funded through the Australian Government’s Future Drought Fund and WA’s Department of Primary 
Industries and Regional Development.

WANT TO ELEVATE YOUR FARM BUSINESS?

APPLICATIONS FOR THE 2026 
GROWING LEADERS SCHOLARSHIP 
ARE DUE TO OPEN SOON 

R&D PROJECT N E W S

>  Project lead Tom Picton-Warlow presenting at the Caring 
For Communities, Caring For Country workshop.

HELPING WA GROWERS NAVIGATE UNCERTAINTY
IN a new video, GRDC’s Courtney Ramsey shares key insights from the national GRDC initiative 
RiskWi$e, supporting growers to make better decisions when faced with uncertainty.
Developed in collaboration with CSIRO, grower groups and extension partners, RiskWi$e aims to 
improve risk–reward outcomes. 
In Western Australia, the initiative is led by the Grower Group Alliance in collaboration with eight 
grower groups (including Stirlings to Coast Farmers, South-East Premium Wheat Growers Association, Facey Group, 
Corrigin Farm Improvement Group, Western Australian No-Tillage Farmers Association, Liebe Group, West Midlands 
Group, and Mingenew Irwin Group) focusing on nitrogen management, sowing strategies and machinery investment. 
Hear from CSIRO’s Rick Llewellyn and grower Tanja Morgan in the latest video, via the QR code or visit the GGA project 
webpage for more gga.org.au

SOWING SUCCESS: GRAIN LEGUME TRIALS EXPAND ACROSS WA 
TWENTY fi ve trials and demonstrations supported by 15 grower groups across the state are rolling out as part of the 
2025 project work within the ‘Closing the Economic Yield Gap of Grain Legumes in WA’ project. 
The program has been developed in conjunction with local growers and grower groups to ensure we are addressing 
some of the most locally relevant issues for grain legume adoption and utilising locally adapted crops and varieties. 
GGA is collaborating with 13 grower groups within the project to evaluate the benefi ts of grain legumes in crop rotations 
and demonstrate how new crop genetics and rhizobia strains, improved agronomy and herbicide packages are making 
grain legumes more profi table for WA growers.
This project is an investment of Grains Research and Development Corporation. 
Visit the GGA webpage for updates as these trials develop and explore how legumes can help unlock economic and 
agronomic benefi ts for growers across WA. gga.org.au
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