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RECENT a c t i v i t i e s

GGA SHOWCASES CARBON FARMINGAT FUTUREAG 2025

UPCOMING A C T I V I T I E S

Stay abreast of all GGA activities and subscribe to its ag industry
newsletter "Newswire" & Statewide calendar at gga.org.au

GGA enquiries to Senior Communications Specialist Jacinta
Bolsenbroek 0400 726 015 or jacinta.bolsenbroek@gga.org.au

Follow GGA on Linkedin,
X (formerly Twitter) & Facebook

BREWING a litre of beer can take up to eight litres of
water and create up to five litres of wastewater. The new
propaGATE program sets out to tackle the problem and
has called for global solutions, attracting more than 40
applications from more than 15 countries for innovative
ways to treat and reuse brewery water.
At the Innovator Showcase on August 6 at the Food
Innovation Precinct WA (FIPWA), ALGAESYS (WA) won
People’s Choice for its algae-based treatment system
that also recovers resources like bio-methane and soil
conditioners. Hydroleap (Singapore/Victoria) claimed the
PropaGATE Trial Award and will pilot its next-generation
electrochemical treatment technology at Spinifex Brewing, offering a cost-effective, sustainable way
to recycle water.
PropaGATE is a collaboration between Beanstalk Agtech and GGA and funded by SWWA Hub and
FIPWA. For more on PropaGATE visit gga.org.au

FORUM25WRAP UP: RECORDATTENDANCEAND STRONG
INDUSTRY ENGAGEMENT

THE South-West WA Drought
Resilience Adoption and
Innovation Hub (SWWA Hub)
delivered a thought-provoking
stakeholder breakfast at GGA’s
Forum25, exploring the practice
of co-design in agricultural
projects.
Guest speaker Jethro Sercombe
of Third Story unpacked the
realities of “imperfect co-design,” prompting rich discussion about what genuine
collaboration with stakeholders looks like.
SEPWA CEOMichelle Handley and Hub Knowledge Broker Tanya Kilminster shared
real-world insights, highlighting the challenges and rewards of designing projects with,
not for, communities.
The event reinforced that while co-design isn’t always easy, it’s essential to delivering
practical, locally relevant outcomes, especially in the context of building climate
resilience across regional WA.

> Dr ChrisVas (FIPWA) congratulates
Hydroleap’sMoh Sherafatmand and Frank
Zamani onwinning the PropaGATETrialAward.

GROWER Group Alliance’s (GGA) flagship
event Forum25 attracted a record
attendance, with 178 delegates to the
conference day at Joondalup Resort from
the GGA network and wider industry on
August 1.
Held every two years, the event saw
attendees build vital cross-industry links
and create opportunities for GGA Network
groups to shape the future of agriculture.
Attendees formed an average of at least
five unique connections across the event,
converting to approximately 880 new
connections.
The 12-session program, delivered by 30 engaging speakers and panellists, offered
delegates expert insights into macro-trends and current industry affairs.
A standout experience at theWelcome Cocktail Party was the new ‘Silent Disco’-style
question and answer session, with ‘icons of the industry’; Debbie Dowden, Richard
Heath and Su McCluskey. Read more about the event gga.org.au/forum25

> Forum25 featured a range of speakers
and panellists including: Natural Resource
Management at National Farmers’ Federation
generalmanagerWarwick Ragg.

NEW GRANTS PROGRAMTO SUPPORT WOMEN IN AGRICULTURE

CO-DESIGN IN AGRICULTURETAKES CENTRE STAGE AT SW
WA HUB BREAKFAST

> L-R:Tanya Kilminster (SWWAHub),Michelle Handley
(SEPWA) and Jethro Sercombe (Third Story).

REGIONALwomen in agriculture are set to benefit from a new
grants program launched by the South-WestWADrought
Resilience Adoption and Innovation Hub in partnership with
GGAmember groupWomen in Farming.
The Gather and Grow programwill support small, locally led
gatherings focused on planning for, managing, and recovering
from climate challenges. Grants of $2000–$3000 are available to
Women in Farming branches for events focused on resilience,
from practical to social or well-being themes.
Gather and Grow aims to strengthen community connections,
and share strategies for managing climate challenges.
Women in Farming works to improve the efficiency, resilience and profitability of its members
businesses across South-West WA.

THE Grower Group Alliance (GGA) recently joined industry leaders at FutureAg 2025 in Melbourne,
shining a spotlight on the national industry-led Carbon Farming Outreach Program (CFOP).
This nationwide initiative is delivering un-biased, independent carbon farming knowledge to primary
producers and ag advisors, with no sales pitch or political agenda. It aims to help farmers make
informed decisions about measuring and managing their carbon emissions.
Farming consultant and CFOP Trainer, AndrewMcFadyen, presented an engaging session on
how farmers can cut through the confusion of carbon and climate and offered practical steps for
understanding opportunities and risks.
GGA proudly partnered with FutureAg to showcase CFOP’s objectives and activities, highlighting its
role in building producer confidence in navigating carbon farming and climate-smart agriculture.

> Carbon farming at FutureAg 2025: Ronald Buitendijk,
James Palmer, and CamBarr of Southern Farming Systems talk
all things CFOPwith GGACFOP regional lead, Sarah Belli while
at FutureAG inMelbourne.

> Talking Carbon: AgConsultant and CFOP
trainer,AndrewMcFadyen, discusses carbon
farming opportunities at FutureAG 2025.

GGAMembers will have their second and final opportunity to
contribute to the GGA five-year Strategy (2026–2030) at the
Annual Chairs’ Summit and AGM, taking place at Crown on
September 25-26.
This year’s Summit will feature a working dinner on Thursday
September 25 for chairs and vice-chairs of all GGA member groups,
with Part 1 of the strategy discussions taking place that evening.
Given the focus on strategy development; executive officers are
also welcome to attend alongside their board representatives.
Part 2 of the discussionswill be held on themorning of Friday
September 26, followed by the formal AGM. Invitationswill be
distributed shortly.Watch theGGAStrategy video via theQRCode.

MORE than ten GGA members took part in the Theory of ChangeWorkshop, part of
GGA’s 2025 Capacity Building Program.
Hosted by GGA’s Hub Monitoring, Evaluation
& Learning manager and adoption officer
Theo Nabben, the interactive session
introduced the Theory of Change framework
- a tool for designing projects with
meaningful and measurable outcomes.
Participants collaborated through guided
discussions and creative exercises
and developed tailored logic models to
strengthen their project initiatives and grant
application process.

GGA MEMBERS STRENGTHENTHEORY OF CHANGE KNOWLEDGE

INNOVATION ONTAP: BREWING INDUSTRY
TRIALS NEWWATER-SAVINGTECH

LAST CHANCE FOR INPUT INTO GGA FIVE-YEAR STRATEGY

GGA has developed a four-part professional development
program for researchers and project officers to build
technical capability while cultivating a supportive
professional community of practice within the GGA network.
The next training activities are scheduled for September 15, featuring
workshops at the Analytics for the Australian Grains Industry (AAGI)
focused on refining trial research questions, trial protocols, and data best
practices.
Following these communications, training will be offered in October covering
project and scientific report writing with UWA.
Scan the QR Code and stay up to date with the program training opportunities.

TRIALSAND COMMUNICATIONSTRAINING
FOR RESEARCHERSAND PROJECT OFFICERS
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GROWER GROUP MEMBERS [voting]
Agricultural Women Wheatbelt East (AWWE)
ASHEEP & BEEF
Certified Organic Biodynamic Western Australia Inc (COBWA)
Compass Agricultural Alliance
Corrigin Farm Improvement Group
Esperance Zone Innovation Group (EZI)
Facey Group
Far Eastern Agricultural Research Group (FEAR)
Fitzgerald Biosphere Group
Future Food Producers Group
Gascoyne Catchments Group
Gillamii Centre
Great Southern Wine Producers Association
Hills Orchard Improvement Group
Kimberley Pilbara Cattlemen’s Association
Liebe Group
Lower South West Grower Group
Merredin and Districts Farm Improvement Group (MADFIG)
Mingenew Irwin Group (MIG)
Moora Miling Pasture Improvement Group
Morawa Farm Improvement Group
Mortlock Ag Focus Group
Mullewa Dryland Farmers Initiative
Noongar Land Enterprise Group
North Stirlings Pallinup Natural Resources
Northern Agri Group
Nyabing Farm Improvement Group
O’Connor Research Group
Oil Mallee Association of Australia
Ravensthorpe Agricultural Initiative Network (RAIN)
Regen WA
Society of Precision Agriculture Australia (SPAA)
South East Premium Wheat Growers Association (SEPWA)
Southern Dirt Incorporated
Southern Rangelands Pastoral Alliance
Stirlings to Coast Farmers
Sweeter Banana Co-operative
Three Springs Farm Innovation Network (3FIN)
Toodyay Agricultural Alliance
Turf Growers Association of Western Australia
WA No-Tillage Farmers Assoc (WANTFA)
WA Regenerative Livestock Producers
West Midlands Group
Western Australian Lot Feeders Association
Western Beef Assoc Inc
Wheatbelt Integrity Group (WIG)
Women in Farming Inc
Yuna Farm Improvement Group
ASSOC IATE GROWER
GROUP MEMBERS [non -vo t i ng ]
Broomehill Cropping Group
Bruce Rock Land Conservation District Committee
Dumbleyung Land Conservation District Committee
Holt Rock Group
Lakes Grower Group
Lakes Information & Farming Technology (LIFT)
Living Farm Grower Group
Lower Blackwood Land Conservation District Committee
Northern Australia Crop Research Alliance Pty Ltd (NACRA)
Owingup Kent Grower Group
Southern Grazer Network
Wilson Inlet Grower Group (WIGG)
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS [non-voting]
AgZero 2030
Australian Association of Agricultural Consultants (AAAC WA)
Bee Industry Council WA (BICWA)
Carnarvon Rangelands Biosecurity Association Inc
Central Wheatbelt Biosecurity Association
Eastern Wheatbelt Biosecurity Group
Gascoyne Food Council Inc
Gate 2 Plate Inc.
Goldfields Nullarbor Rangelands Biosecurity Association
Grain Industry Association of Western Australia Inc (GIWA)
Julianne Hill
Leschenault Biosecurity Group
Northern Biosecurity Group
Oyster Harbour Catchment Group Inc
Peel Harvey Biosecurity Group
PHCC
Rural Edge
South Coast Natural Resource Management Inc
South West NRM
Southern Biosecurity Group
Southern Forests Community Landcare
Southern Forests Food Council
Torbay Catchment Group
TrialCo Pty Ltd
vegetablesWA
WA Citrus
WA Future Food Network
Wagin Woodanilling Landcare Zone
Western Australian Livestock Research Council (WALRC)
Western Dairy
Wheatbelt Natural Resource Management
Wilson Inlet Catchment Committee (WICC)
Wines of WA
Yarra Yarra Catchment Management Group

To connect with your local grower group visit
gga.org.au

UPCOMING ACT IV I T I ES (CONT)

Last month more than 65 farmers engaged 
in FarmElevate workshops from Gingin to 
Jerramungup. In collaboration with local 
grower groups, Grower Group Alliance is 
co-ordinating the delivery of a multi-model 
training program, tailored for southern 
horticulture and broadacre livestock 
producers to strengthen their economic, 
environmental, and personal wellbeing, 
through the development of a farm business 
plan.
For more visit gga.org.au

SWWA HUB BACKS RESEARCH INTO CLIMATE-RESILIENT INTERCROPPING

THECBHGrowing Leaders Scholarship is nowopen, offering
two fully funded scholarships valued at $17,785 each.
Since its inception, the programhas supported 16Western
Australian grain industry leaders to participate in the 10-month
Signature Leadership Program.
The Scholarship aims to build a pool of growers ready to take
on leadership positions in the grain industry, within Grower
Groups, and even at CBH.
As part of the GGACapacity Building program,with support
fromCBHand in partnershipwith LeadershipWA, GGA
is strengthening leadership developmentwithinWA’s
agricultural industry.
Applications for the 2026 intake close on September 1.
Scan theQRCode formore.

The South-WestWADrought Resilience Adoption and Innovation Hub (SWWAHub) has
awarded a bursary to UWA PhD candidate Chloe Rout to investigate the agronomic potential
of intercropping canola with legumes inWestern Australia’s dryland systems.
Intercropping, which is the action of growing two or more crops in the same space, may
have several benefits, including improved soil health, weed suppression, and reduced
fertiliser reliance.
Chloe’s research will explore grower perceptions, barriers to adoption, and the productivity
and profitability of intercropping through field trials and co-designed activities with grower
groups across theWheatbelt.
This project aligns with the SWWAHub’s priorities to strengthen farming practices in
a changing climate and supports the reintroduction of legumes to improve diversity in
broadacre systems.

FARMELEVATE 2025 KICKS OFF ACROSS WESTERN AUSTRALIA

> Featuring some of the GGA
team at last year’s Dowerin
Machinery Field Days: (L-R) GGA’s
Sarah Belli, Dr Daniel Kidd, Jessica
Scholle, MaddisonMcNeil and Dr Jo
Wisdom.

CBH GROWING LEADERS SCHOLARSHIP
COULD BEYOUR NEXT MOVE

R&D PROJECT N EW S

GGA IS AT DOWERIN
Come say hello, learn about the GGA
Network, and explore the many projects in
which GGA is driving innovation, adoption
and collaboration across agriculture.
Don’t miss the chance to connect and
learn more about the Grower Group
Network and grab a coffee of course –
see you at stand 83 & 97 – in the GRDC
tent on the oval.

THISNovember, GGAwelcomes back renowned agriculture educator
Jeanette Long for a tailored two-day Leadership Training in Perth.
Designed specifically for the GGANetwork, the training aims to
enhance the leadership skills of executive officers, senior staff, or
volunteer boardmembers serving on groupswithin the GGANetwork.
With limited spots available at $850 per person, interested participants
are encouraged to book early via the QR Code.
Don’t miss this opportunity to boost your leadership skills and
knowledgewith this bespoke content tailored to the grower group
operating context.

LEADERSHIPTRAINING FOR EXECUTIVE OFFICERS INTHE GGA NETWORK

WA FARMERS GAIN POWERFUL NEW DIGITAL
PLATFORM FOR EVALUATING WATER SECURITY
WESTERN Australian farmers can now take the guesswork out of evaluating
water security on farm, with the launch of the Water Evaluation Platform (WEP).
Developed by UWA’s Centre for Water and Spatial Science and delivered through
the WaterSmart Dams project led by the Grower Group Alliance (GGA), the free
online tool helps users choose the best dam strategy for their climate, budget,
and water needs.
The WEP is backed by two years of research and field trials, collaborating
with grower group project partners, including Compass Agricultural Alliance,
Darkan, Southern Dirt, Kojonup, Merredin and Districts Farm Improvement Group,
Merredin and the Fitzgerald Biosphere Group, Jerramungup.
The project is jointly funded through the Australian Government’s Future Drought
Fund and the Western Australian State government’s Agriculture Climate
Resilience Fund, supported by the Department of Primary Industries and Regional
Development.


