
CARBON FARMING KNOWLEDGE TO WA FARMERS, NO BULL
WITH a consortium of 37 delivery partners across the country, GGA’s 
National industry-led Carbon Farming Outreach Program (CFOP) is 
providing farmers and ag advisors un-biased, expert carbon farming 
knowledge, free from sales pitch or political agenda.
There have been 132 out of 160 planned workshops already 
delivered across Australia, reaching nearly 2200 people across the 
country. CFOP’s free workshops focus on the basics and getting 
producers more prepared to start collecting data and considering 
your options.
Farmers who’ve attended workshops indicate key barriers to adoption 
include the economics of managing and measuring carbon, as well as 
the need to further upgrade their skills and knowledge - and said the 
workshops had left them feeling more confi dent than before.
A number of workshops are running through to the remainder of 
2025 and will continue in the new year.  Connect with the program 
and fi nd a workshop near you at gga.org.au/carbon
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Stay abreast of all GGA activities and subscribe to its ag industry 
newsletter "Newswire" & Statewide calendar at gga.org.au

GGA enquiries to Senior Communications Specialist Jacinta 
Bolsenbroek 0400 726 015 or jacinta.bolsenbroek@gga.org.au

Follow GGA on Linkedin,
X (formerly Twitter)  & Facebook

FOLLOWING the recent 
International Sandy Soils 
Conference in Perth, the 
South-West WA Drought 
Resilience Adoption and 
Innovation Hub has released a 
special four-part Dry Season 
Resources podcast series to 
help WA farmers make the 
most of their sandy country.
The series tackles key topics 
including, the benefi ts and challenges of farming sandy soils, re-engineering sandy 
soils for productivity, managing non-wetting soils and water and nutrient management 
for horticulture.
Each episode features practical insights from researchers and advisors who are 
improving soil function and resilience across WA’s sandplain.
Listen now at hub.gga.org.au/podcast or on your favourite podcast app.

GGA WELCOMES DIRECTORS AT AGM

GGA members have played a hands-on role 
in shaping the organisation’s next fi ve-year 
vision, contributing valuable insights through 
three successful feedback workshops held 
throughout 2025.
Members gathered ahead of Forum’25 in July 
and again at the September 25-26 Chairs’ 
Summit dinner and a breakfast pre Annual 
General Meeting to review and provide feedback 
on the board’s, draft GGA Strategy 2026–2030.
GGA chair Erin Gorter said the discussions 
provided an opportunity for members, chairs, 
and executive officers to actively influence the 
direction of the Network and its three strategic 
pillars.
“Each session has given members a genuine chance to be part of the process and shape the 
future of GGA,” Ms Gorter said.
“The feedback has been overwhelmingly positive, and we look forward to sharing the fi nal 
GGA Strategy 2026–2030 early next year as we work together to deliver meaningful outcomes 
for the Network, industry and the community.”
Find out more about the Strategy and watch the video under ‘Key Documents’ at gga.org.au

GGA is pleased to announce three member director positions have been fi lled following GGA’s 
2025 Annual General Meeting (AGM) in September.
Debbie Dowden joins as an elected member director, bringing expertise in natural capital 
projects and cross-sector collaboration. Other member directors re-elected include vice chair 
Marie Fowler and Audrey Bird. Holly Netto’s appointment as an independent director was also 
ratifi ed at the AGM. 
Together, they bring extensive governance experience, strong regional representation, cross-
sector collaboration and a shared commitment to advancing innovation and adoption. 
Read about GGA’s board directors at gga.org.au

GGA MEMBERS SHAPE 
GGA’S FUTURE STRATEGY

>  GGA Members help shape GGA’s future strategy 
at Annual Chairs’ Summit, and again on the 
morning of the Annual General Meeting at Crown on 
September 25-26.

FARMERS, researchers and consultants from South West Western Australia, Victoria 
and Tasmania came together in September for a week-long study tour across 
southern Australia.
From water-effi cient vineyards, robotic dairies and agrisolar to virtual fencing and 
technology-driven horticulture, participants explored diverse farming systems 
adapting to a changing climate through innovation, technology, and community.
The tour highlighted that resilience isn’t about one solution, but a system of practices, 
from soil health and genetics to automation and value-adding.
Western Australian participants reported tangible takeaways, including plans to trial 
moisture probes, perennial pastures and improved drought planning.
The tour, organised by the SW 
WA Hub in collaboration with 
the Victorian and Tasmanian 
Hubs, underscored the power 
of the national Drought Hub 
Network: connecting people, 
ideas and research to help 
farmers prepare for and thrive 
through climate variability.

THE Grower Group Alliance’s four-part Researchers Professional 
Development Program has concluded for 2025 with more than 65 
delegates engaging in fi ve initiatives delivered during 2025. The 
program continues to build the technical capability of grower group 
researchers or project managers through assorted workshops and 
self-paced learning, while cultivating a supportive professional 
community of practice within the GGA Network.
In collaboration with the Analytics for the Australian Grains 
Industry (AAGI), GGA hosted an Experimental Design Workshop on 

Monday September 15 attended by eight delegates. This full-day 
learning experience focused on refi ning trial research questions, 
trial protocols, and data best practices with leading researchers 
Adam H. Sparks, Dr Barbara Kachigunda and Ms Rose Megirian.
The fi nal training activity saw UWA’s senior lecturer, Dr Heather 
Bray, facilitate two in-person workshops on Wednesday November 
19, both attended by 19 delegates. Participants honed skills in 
communicating research to diverse audiences and crafting clear, 
impactful reports conveying a project’s story and value.

GGA’S RESEARCHERS PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM: EXPERIMENTAL DESIGN AND SCIENTIFIC COMMUNICATION

PODCAST SERIES DIGS DEEP INTO SANDY SOILS

INTERSTATE HUBS JOIN FORCES TO BUILD DROUGHT RESILIENCE

>  GGA Board of Directors 

>  Study tour participants at a pasture 
trial site. Credit: Roberto Lujan-Rocha

GGA’S ANNUAL SURVEY NOW OPEN 
TO GGA MEMBERS
GGA members are invited to shape GGA’s 2026 
Capacity Building Program by completing the 
annual member survey. The survey enables a 
co-designed process where GGA members can 
share their groups’ top training needs. Those 
who complete the survey before Christmas 
will go into the draw to win a $1000 Capacity 
Building activities voucher. Complete the survey 
via the QR code.

UPCOMING A C T I V I T I E S

> Scan the GGA 
Annual survey QR 

code and WIN.



Farm Weekly  Thursday, November 27, 2025 19

G G A  N E T W O R K

GROWER GROUP MEMBERS [vot ing]
ASHEEP & BEEF
Australian Agave Association
Australian Sandalwood Network
Certifi ed Organic Biodynamic Western Australia Inc (COBWA)
Compass Agricultural Alliance
Corrigin Farm Improvement Group
Esperance Zone Innovation Group (EZI)
Facey Group
Far Eastern Agricultural Research Group (FEAR) 
Fitzgerald Biosphere Group
Future Food Producers Group
Gascoyne Catchments Group
Gillamii Centre
Great Southern Wine Producers Association
Hills Orchard Improvement Group
Kimberley Pilbara Cattlemen’s Association
Liebe Group
Lower South West Grower Group 
Merredin and Districts Farm Improvement Group (MADFIG)
Mingenew Irwin Group (MIG)
Moora Miling Pasture Improvement Group
Morawa Farm Improvement Group 
Mortlock Ag Focus Group
Mullewa Dryland Farmers Initiative
Noongar Land Enterprise Group
North Stirlings Pallinup Natural Resources
Northern Agri Group
Nyabing Farm Improvement Group
O’Connor Research Group
Oil Mallee Association of Australia
Ravensthorpe Agricultural Initiative Network (RAIN)
RegenWA
Society of Precision Agriculture Australia (SPAA)
South East Premium Wheat Growers Association (SEPWA)
Southern Dirt Incorporated
Southern Rangelands Pastoral Alliance
Stirlings to Coast Farmers
Sweeter Banana Co-operative
Three Springs Farm Innovation Network (3FIN)
Toodyay Agricultural Alliance
Turf Growers Association of Western Australia 
WA No-Tillage Farmers Assoc (WANTFA)
WA Regenerative Livestock Producers
West Midlands Group
Western Australian Lot Feeders Association
Western Beef Assoc Inc
Wheatbelt Integrity Group (WIG)
Women in Farming Inc
Yuna Farm Improvement Group
A S S O C I AT E  G R O W E R   G R O U P 
M E M B E R S  ( n o n - v o t i n g )
Broomehill Cropping Group
Bruce Rock Land Conservation District Committee
Dumbleyung Land Conservation District Committee
Holt Rock Group
Katanning Land Conservation District Committee (LCDC)
Lakes Grower Group
Lakes Information & Farming Technology (LIFT)
Living Farm Grower Group
Lower Blackwood Land Conservation District Committee
Northern Australia Crop Research Alliance Pty Ltd (NACRA)
Owingup Kent Grower Group
Southern Grazer Network
Wilson Inlet Grower Group (WIGG)
A S S O C I AT E  M E M B E R S 
( n o n - v o t i n g )
AgZero 2030
Australia New Zealand Biochar Industry Group Ltd
Australian Association of Agricultural Consultants (AAAC WA)
Bee Industry Council WA (BICWA)
Carnarvon Rangelands Biosecurity Association Inc
Central Wheatbelt Biosecurity Association
Eastern Wheatbelt Biosecurity Group
Gascoyne Food Council Inc
Gate 2 Plate Inc.
Goldfi elds Nullarbor Rangelands Biosecurity Association
Grain Industry Association of Western Australia Inc (GIWA)
Leschenault Biosecurity Group
Northern Biosecurity Group
Oyster Harbour Catchment Group Inc
Peel Harvey Biosecurity Group
PHCC
South Coast Natural Resource Management Inc
South West NRM
Southern Biosecurity Group
Southern Forests Community Landcare
Southern Forests Food Council
Torbay Catchment Group
TrialCo Pty Ltd
vegetablesWA
WA Citrus
WA Future Food Network
Wagin Woodanilling Landcare Zone 
Western Australian Livestock Research Council (WALRC)
Western Dairy
Wheatbelt Natural Resource Management 
Wilson Inlet Catchment Committee (WICC)
Wines of WA
Yarra Yarra Catchment Management Group

WELCOME TO GGA NEW MEMBERS
THE Grower Group Alliance is pleased to welcome four new Members, each contributing unique 
expertise to Western Australia’s agricultural landscape.
New Grower Group Members include the Australian Agave Association, leading national efforts in Agave 
research, production, and industry development, and the Australian Sandalwood Network, which has supported 
more than 200 growers in developing Australia’s sandalwood plantation industry.
Joining as an Associate Member is the Australia New Zealand Biochar Industry Group Ltd, global leaders in 
scaling biochar for carbon sequestration. Also, welcome to the new Associate Grower Group, Katanning Land 
Conservation District Committee, a volunteer-driven group tackling local landcare and environmental challenges.
Together, they bring a wealth of industry knowledge and strengthen the diversity and innovation of the GGA 
Network. Find out more about the groups via gga.org.au To connect with your local group visit gga.org.au

R&D PROJECT N EW S

SIX new case study videos showcase farmers transforming the 
way they plan for the future through the GGA-led FarmElevate 
Program. With tailored support and hands-on training, 
participants have created Farm Business Plans to strengthen 
their economic, environmental, and personal well-being.
In less than four months, in collaboration with 14 GGA member 
or ‘advocate groups’, more than 130 farmers across broadacre, 
livestock and southern horticulture streams have participated 
in 25 workshops, 17 online sessions, and 90 coaching sessions. 
Together, they’re gaining the tools, confi dence, and insight to 
build thriving, future-ready farm businesses.
The program is jointly funded by the Australian Government’s 
Future Drought Fund and WA Department of Primary Industries 
and Regional Development. Watch the videos on the project page 
at gga.org.au

NEW FARMELEVATE CASE STUDY VIDEOS HIGHLIGHT 
SIX WESTERN AUSTRALIAN FARMERS 

> Hear from WA farmers who are future-ready, 
after attending FarmElevate.

WA GROWERS CHAT NITROGEN EFFICIENCY IN NEW RISKWI$E PODCAST  

GROWERS across Western Australia are sharing their insights on 
their Nitrogen decisions in a new podcast mini-series, Making the 
Call: Farming Decisions in WA, launched just in time for harvest.
Delivery has been a collaboration between GGA and the eight grower 
groups partnering in the WA RiskWi$e project. The fi rst four episodes 
feature Stirlings to Coast Farmers, South-East Premium Wheat Growers 
Association, Corrigin Farm Improvement Group, West Midlands Group 
and Western Australian No-Tillage Farmers Association.
Tune in to these episodes and more, including episodes from Liebe 
Group, Facey Group and Mingenew Irwin Group, which are set to be 
released throughout harvest.

EXPLORING THE POTENTIAL OF AGRISOLAR IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA’S VINEYARDS
GROWERS, researchers and industry representatives 
gathered at Plume Estate in Bickley on October 28 to 
explore how solar panels installed above grapevines 
could improve vineyard performance while generating 
renewable energy. 
The trial is part of a national project led by the University 
of Melbourne and co-ordinated in WA by the South-West 
WA Drought Resilience Adoption and Innovation Hub.
The installation will monitor how solar panels affect vine 
growth, fruit quality and microclimate, with potential 
benefi ts for dual land use for energy production. 
While this trial is focused on viticulture, agrisolar could 
have applications in other agricultural industries, such as 
livestock grazing and berry production.
Join the upcoming webinar on December 3 at 12pm to 
learn more. Register at hub.gga.org.au

HELP MUSTER THE FINEST LOCAL SHEEP 
AND WOOL KNOWLEDGE 
GGA is calling researchers, consultant and local sheep and wool 
producer experts with R,D,E&A experience to take part in the co-
design of GGA’s MUSTER program, a $4 million extension program 
designed to build the capability of Western Australian sheep and 
wool producers to prepare for the future with confi dence.
If you are interested in contributing knowledge and best practice 
information to MUSTER, express your interest via the ‘Co-design-

MUSTER Program online form’ via the QR 
code, or scan the code to fi nd out more. 

> Scan the QR Code to learn more 
and contribute to MUSTER.

> Find out more about RiskWi$e, a GRDC invested project and access the podcast 
via the GGA project page via gga.org.au
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