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Stay abreast of all GGA activities and subscribe to its ag industry
newsletter "Newswire" & Statewide calendar at gga.org.au

GGA enquiries to senior communications specialist Jacinta Bolsenbroek at jacinta.bolsenbroek@gga.org.au

Follow GGA on Linkedin,
X (formerly Twitter) & Facebook

AS dry seasons place increasing pressure on feed
availability, virtual fencing could become a valuable tool
to help livestock producers manage grazing and protect
pasture reserves.

Using GPS collars and a mobile app, producers can more
precisely control grazing pressure, respond to feed gaps
and improve drought resilience, while reducing the need
for traditional fencing.

On the latest Dry Season Resources podcast, Esperance
producer Simon Fowler and SARDI researcher Bianca
Agenbag discuss how virtual fencing is being used
to improve pasture utilisation, create virtual feedlots

and support livestock management during challenging
seasons.

This episode is among 59 already recorded in the
podcast series produced by the South-West WA Drought
Resilience Adoption and Innovation Hub, available on
major streaming platforms.

Scan the QR Code to tune in.

USE OF VIRTUAL FENCING FOR DRY SEASON MANAGEMENT

TURNING agricultural research into on-farm change
doesn’t happen on its own; it requires effective
extension.
The fourth annual series of the Extension and Adoption
training from the South-West WA Drought Resilience
Adoption and Innovation Hub is helping agricultural
professionals build the skills needed to support growers
adopting new technologies and management practices.
Modules one to three of the 2026 series have already
been delivered, with participants learning how to
prioritise projects, plan extension activities and improve
facilitation skills.
Upcoming online modules include ‘Using AI in
Extension’ on June 9, and ‘Monitoring, Evaluation and
Learning’ on June 18.
Over 160 delegates have been trained by the Drought
Hub team through this series. Grower group staff,
consultants, extension officers and researchers can
register at hub.gga.org.au

BUILDING SKILLSTO SUPPORT GROWER
ADOPTION OF NEW PRACTICES

UPCOMINGTRAINING DIARY DATES
GROWER Group Alliance (GGA) recently launched its
2026 Capacity Building Program, with 42 confirmed
activities planned to boost human capital across the
industry this year.
The program offers a mix of workshops, online learning
and specialist sessions, designed to support GGA
Members to lead their local groups effectively and
deliver quality outcomes.
While many sessions are tailored for GGA Members,
selected activities are also open to the broader industry
and regional community groups.
The program was shaped by strong GGA Member
feedback through the annual survey, which identified
the highest priority training needs across the Network.
Highlights include upcoming ‘Train-the-Trainer’
workshops with Meat & Livestock Australia, the
‘Lunch & Learn’ communications tutorial series, and
governance training via workshop, e-course and
podcast.
View the full program at
gga.org.au/activities/capacity-building/

UPCOMING A C T I V I T I E S

AITRAININGTOPSTHE
TRAINING LIST

FREE GOVERNANCETRAINING FOR
REGIONAL ORGANISATIONS
GGA is offering two free governance training opportunities
to support regional not-for-profit organisations this June and
July.
The program includes a one-day, in-person workshop in
Perth on June 15, alongside a self-paced online course
commencing on July 22, giving organisations flexibility in
how they engage.
Facilitated by governance specialist Caroline Robinson and
sponsored by CBH, the training opportunities are designed
to strengthen board capability across key areas including
compliance, responsibilities, strategic
direction, organisational systems and
risk management.
The initiative aims to build confidence
and compliance at Board level and
support regional organisations to
enhance their governance practices.
Register via the QR code.

APPLICATIONS OPEN FOR CBH GROWING LEADERS SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATIONS for the 2027 Growing Leaders Scholarship,
a 10-month program delivered by LeadershipWA, are now
open.
Sponsored by the CBH Group, two scholarships valued at
$18,675 aim to build leadership capability across the grain
industry, within grower groups and at CBH.
The program is designed for individuals involved in a
grain growing enterprise who are looking to advance their
leadership journey.

It provides access to high-quality technical leadership
development and opportunities to network with peers
across other sectors.
Eighteen previous leaders across the grains industry
have been enabled through the program and continue
to positivley impact their
communities and the grains
industry.
Scan the QR Code to learn more,

GGA kicked off its 2026 Capacity Building
Program with a ‘Practical AI’ training
webinar in April, attracting 87 delegates,
including GGA Members, alongside strong
interest from the broader industry and
regional community groups.
The webinar provided practical, accessible
applications of AI, guiding participants
through everyday tasks such as drafting
communications, summarising reports,
analysing data and improving operational
efficiency.
AI training ranked the top priority across the
GGA Network in the recent annual training
need survey, with funding for the activity
made possible with generous sponsorship
from the CBH Group, through its Community
Investment Fund.
Explore GGA’s upcoming activities at
gga.org.au/activities/capacity-building/

> Dry Season Resources podcast
guests:Esperance producer
Simon Fowler and SARDI
researcher BiancaAgenbag chat
virtual fencing benefits.

> The alumni
of the CBHGrowing
Leaders Scholarship.



NEW FORAGE SYSTEMSTO BE SHOWCASED IN FEED365 WEBINAR
TUNE in to hear how four years of SheepLinks Feed365
Project research has identified suitable forage systems
capable of supporting year-round feed supply for WA sheep
producers.
Researchers evaluated 49 forage mixtures and found the
most effective system combines strategically grazed crops
with perennial and annual pastures.
Trial sites increased carrying capacity from approximately
nine DSE (Dry Sheep Equivalent)/ha during winter and spring
to 10 DSE/ha year-round, without supplementary feed.
Producers can hear more in Meat & Livestock Australia’s
(MLA) webinar on June 11, featuring insights from
the Department of Primary Industries and Regional
Development’s (DPIRD) Daniel Real and Paul Sanford.
This project is co-funded by DPIRD and MLA, with GGA
collaborating on the project alongside grower groups.
Register via the QR Code.

GGA NETWORK

GROWER GROUP MEMBERS [voting]
ASHEEP & BEEF
Australian Agave Association
Australian Sandalwood Network
Certified Organic Biodynamic Western Australia Inc (COBWA)
Compass Agricultural Alliance
Corrigin Farm Improvement Group
Esperance Zone Innovation Group (EZI)
Facey Group
Far Eastern Agricultural Research Group (FEAR)
Fitzgerald Biosphere Group
Future Food Producers Group
Gascoyne Catchments Group
Gillamii Centre
Great Southern Wine Producers Association
Hills Orchard Improvement Group
Kimberley Pilbara Cattlemen’s Association
Liebe Group
Lower South West Grower Group
Merredin and Districts Farm Improvement Group (MADFIG)
Mingenew Irwin Group (MIG)
Moora Miling Pasture Improvement Group
Morawa Farm Improvement Group
Mortlock Ag Focus Group
Mullewa Dryland Farmers Initiative
Noongar Land Enterprise Group
North Stirlings Pallinup Natural Resources
Northern Agri Group
Nyabing Farm Improvement Group
O’Connor Research Group
Oil Mallee Association of Australia
Ravensthorpe Agricultural Initiative Network (RAIN)
RegenWA
Society of Precision Agriculture Australia (SPAA)
South East Premium Wheat Growers Association (SEPWA)
Southern Dirt Incorporated
Southern Rangelands Pastoral Alliance
Stirlings to Coast Farmers
Sweeter Banana Co-operative
Three Springs Farm Innovation Network (3FIN)
Toodyay Agricultural Alliance
Turf Growers Association of Western Australia
WA No-Tillage Farmers Assoc (WANTFA)
WA Regenerative Livestock Producers
West Midlands Group
Western Australian Lot Feeders Association
Western Beef Assoc Inc
Wheatbelt Integrity Group (WIG)
Women in Farming Inc
Yuna Farm Improvement Group

ASSOC IATE GROWER GROUP
MEMBERS (non -vo t i ng )
Broomehill Cropping Group
Bruce Rock Land Conservation District Committee
Dumbleyung Land Conservation District Committee
Holt Rock Group
Katanning Land Conservation District Committee (LCDC)
Lakes Grower Group
Lakes Information & Farming Technology (LIFT)
Living Farm Grower Group
Lower Blackwood Land Conservation District Committee
Northern Australia Crop Research Alliance Pty Ltd (NACRA)
Owingup Kent Grower Group
Southern Grazer Network
Wilson Inlet Grower Group (WIGG)

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS (non-voting)
5 Rivers NRM
AgZero 2030
Australia New Zealand Biochar Industry Group Ltd
Australian Association of Agricultural Consultants (AAAC WA)
Bee Industry Council WA (BICWA)
Carnarvon Rangelands Biosecurity Association Inc
Central Wheatbelt Biosecurity Association
Eastern Wheatbelt Biosecurity Group
Gascoyne Food Council Inc
Gate 2 Plate Inc.
Goldfields Nullarbor Rangelands Biosecurity Association
Grain Industry Association of Western Australia Inc (GIWA)
Leschenault Biosecurity Group
Northern Biosecurity Group
Northern Agricultural Catchments Council (NACC NRM)
Oyster Harbour Catchment Group Inc
Peel Harvey Biosecurity Group
South Coast Natural Resource Management Inc
South West NRM
Southern Biosecurity Group
Southern Forests Community Landcare
Southern Forests Food Council
Torbay Catchment Group
TrialCo Pty Ltd
vegetablesWA
WA Citrus
WA Future Food Network
WA Stonefruit
Wagin Woodanilling Landcare Zone
Western Australian Livestock Research Council (WALRC)
Western Dairy
Wheatbelt Natural Resource Management
Wilson Inlet Catchment Committee (WICC)
Wines of WA
Yarra Yarra Catchment Management Group

WELCOMETO GGA NEW MEMBER
WELCOME to new GGA Associate Member,WA Stonefruit, recently approved to joined the GGA
Network. Established in 1994 to provide services toWA’s pome, citrus, and stone fruit producers.
Today,WAStonefruit has87stone fruit growers inWesternAustralia, locatedmostly through thePerth
Hills and SouthWest.
The group brings specialist horticulture production knowledge and strengthens the diversity of the
GGANetwork.
Find outmore about the groups via gga.org.au To connect with your local group visit gga.org.au

R&D PROJECT N EW S

> Register for the June 11webinar on pasture research findings.

EARLIER this month the Grower Group Alliance (GGA) co-ordinated
train-the-trainer workshops and field days in Albany and Bridgetown
on ‘Enhancing Farm Dams’.
Delivered by the Australian National University Sustainable Farms
team, in collaboration with South West NRM, South Coast NRM and
Oyster Harbour Catchment Group, under the GGA-led project The
Ripple Effect.
This national project is focused on strengthening water security,
biodiversity and climate resilience for Australian agriculture, with a
focus on farm dams.
The event brought together more than 50 participants from grower
groups, NRM organisations, landcare and catchment groups,
alongside local farmers, exploring practical ways to improve the health
and function of farm dams to support both agricultural productivity and
biodiversity outcomes.
GGA’s head of projects Dr Daniel Kidd said “by equipping regional
practitioners and grower group staff with practical knowledge and
tools, these workshops will help drive broader adoption of farm dam
enhancement practices across farming regions”.
“We look forward to seeing this knowledge shared more broadly and
driving positive change across farming systems,” Dr Kidd said.
To explore upcoming events and learn more about the project, visit
GGA’s webpage:www.gga.org.au/activity/ripple-effect/

MAKING RIPPLES INWATER SECURITY KNOWLEDGE

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT TRAINING STRENGTHENS REGIONAL PREPAREDNESS
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GGA recently hosted an Introduction to Emergency Management webinar, delivered through the National
Disaster Risk Reduction Project.
Held in April, the webinar brought together 16 delegates from the GGA Member Network
and provided practical tools and resources to strengthen preparedness and resilience,
supporting relief and recovery efforts following natural disasters.
The session featured expert insights from Agdots and the Department of Fire and Emergency
Services, with presenters sharing strategies to enhance emergency planning and
co-ordination at a local level.
A recording of the webinar and a compilation of resources are available via the QR Code.

> Train the trainer event:GGA’s head of projects
Dr Daniel Kidd at the Enhancing FarmDams train-
the-trainer workshops and field day inAlbany and
Bridgetown, exploringways of improving dam
management, supporting on-farm biodiversity
and strengtheningwater security.

EXPLORING AGRISOLAR’S POTENTIAL IN WA VINEYARDS
GROWERS, researchers and industry representatives came together in the Bickley
Valley last month to explore how agrisolar technology could offer new energy solutions
forWestern Australia’s viticulture industry without compromising grape quality.
Hosted at Plume Estate, the event included a tour ofWA’s first agrisolar installation in a
commercial vineyard.
Participants also heard early trial findings on vine performance, microclimate conditions
and solar panel efficiency.
The research is part of the University of Melbourne-led Plant Production Agrivoltaics
project, co-ordinated inWestern Australia by the South-WestWADrought Resilience
Adoption and Innovation Hub and supported by AgriFutures and the Australian
Government’s Future Drought Fund.

NEW SURVEYTO GUIDE FUTURE GRDC GRAIN LEGUMES INVESTMENTS IN WA
GROWER Group Alliance (GGA) is inviting Western Australian growers to share their experiences, insights and
perspectives on the use of grain legumes in crop rotations - what’s working, what’s changing, and where are the
gaps.
The short survey is part of the GGA-led project ‘Closing the Economic Yield Gap of Grain Legumes in WA’.
Since 2022, GGA has partnered with 15 grower groups across Western Australia who have
worked with growers from Yuna to Esperance to investigate local barriers to adoption,
quantify yield gaps and examine the economics of grain legume rotations.
GGA is now interested to know if grower confidence in grain legume production has
improved over this time and where future investment should be directed to ensure we can
continue to improve productivity and profitability in WA farming systems.
Scan the QR Code to complete the short survey to help guide future The Grains Research
and Development Corporation (GRDC) investments into grain legume RD&E in WA.
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